
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

PropertyName: Ridgely Historic District Inventory Number: CAR-341 

Address: Historic district: X yes no 
City: Ridgely Zip Code: 21660 County: Caroline 

USGS Quadrangle(s): Ridgely 

Property Owner: Tax Account ID Number: 

Tax Map Parcel Number(s): Tax Map Number: 700 

Project: TEA-21 DOE Agency: Maryland Historical Trust 

Agency Prepared By: Maryland Historical Trust 

Preparer's Name: Thomas Reinhart Date Prepared: 6/1/2000 

Documentation is presented in: 

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: X Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: _ A _ B _X_C __D Considerations: __A __B _ C _ D _ E _ F __G 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: 

Inventory Number: Eligible: yes Listed: yes 

ite visit by MHT Staff X yes no Name: Thomas Reinhart Date: 6/1/2000 

Description of Property and Justification: (Please attach map and photo) 

The Ridgely Historic District is significant as a well-preserved example of an Eastern Shore town that was planned and developed 
to take advantage of the railroad and which became a prosperous commercial center for the surrounding farming community from 
the mid nineteenth through the early twentieth centuries. It is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion A for its associations with the development of agriculture, transportation, and commerce in rural Caroline County. It 
derives additional significance under Criterion C for its town plan and its cohesive aggregation of buildings reflecting a range of 
vernacular types characteristic of the region in the period. 

The Ridgely Historic District is composed of 228 resources, the majority of which are residential, with 5 churches and roughly a 
dozen commercial structures. Of the 228 resources, 196 contribute to the potential district. Although a period of significance has 
yet to be identified, the district's resources date primarily to the late nineteenth century and the early twentieth century. A number 
of contributing commercial and residential structures date from the 1910s through 1950. There are only a handful of resources 
from the latter half of the twentieth century. Most of the contributing resources retain an extremely high level of integrity, although 
vinyl and aluminum siding are seen throughout the district. 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: _X_A _ B _X_C D Considerations: A B C D E F G 

MHT Comments: See list of contributing and non-contributing resources. 

Nancy Kurtz Thursday, June 21, 2001 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

Peter Kurtze Thursday, June 21, 2001 

Reviewer, National Register Program Date 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes 
NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM no 

Property Name: Ridgely Historic District Inventory Number: CAR-341 

Address: City: Zip Code: 

County: Caroline USGS Topographic Map: Ridgely quad 

Owner: Multiple owners 

Tax Parcel Number: Tax Map Number: CAR-700 Tax Account ID Number: 

Project: Agency: 

Site visit by MHT Staff: no _X_yes Name: Date: 

Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: _ A B X c D Considerations: A B C D E F G None 

Is the property located within a historic district? no yes Name of district: 

Is district listed? no yes Determined eligible? no yes District Inventory Number: 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 

Description o f Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The Ridgely Historic District is composed of 228 resources, the majority of which are residential, with five churches and 
roughly a dozen commercial structures. Of the 228 resources, 196 contribute to the potential district; 32 do not contribute. 
Although a period of significance has yet to be identified, the district's resources date primarily to the late-nineteenth century 
and the early-twentieth century. A number of contributing commercial and residential structures date from the 1910's through 
1950. There are only a handful of resources from the latter half of the twentieth century. Most of the contributing resources 
retain an extremely high level of integrity, although vinyl and aluminum siding are seen throughout the district. 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 
Eligibility recommended /C Eligibility not recommended 
Criteria: X A B ^ C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None 
Comments: 

Reviewer^Office of Preservation Services Date 

Reviewer, NR ptebgram Date 
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Ridgely Historic District 

The Ridgely Historic District is composed of 228 resources, the majority of which are 

residential, with five churches and roughly a dozen commercial structures. Of the 228 

resources, 196 contribute to the potential district; 32 do not contribute. Although a period 

of significance has yet to be identified, the district's resources date primarily to the late-

nineteenth century and the early-twentieth century. A number of contributing 

commercial and residential structures date from the 1910's through 1950. There are only 

a handful of resources from the latter half of the twentieth century. Most of the 

contributing resources retain an extremely high level of integrity, although vinyl and 

aluminum siding are seen throughout the district. 
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Ridgely Historic District 

Contributing Resources 

6 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 563 
7 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 559 
8 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 562 
101 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 606 
103 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 607 
109 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 610 
201 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 621 
202 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 631 
203 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 622 
204 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 630 
205 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 623 
Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 629 
207 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 624 
208 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 628 
209 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 625 
210 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 627 
211 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 626 
303 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 669 
304 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 666 
305 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 670 
306 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 665 
307 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 671 
308 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 664 
309 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 672 
310 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 663 
311 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 673 

2 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 485 
3 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 471 
5 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 472 
7 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 473 
Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 474 
10 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 482 
12 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 482 
Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 477 
14 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 480 
101-103 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 450 
105 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 451 
106 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 448 
Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 452 (house and church) 
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108 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 447 
110 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 446 
113 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 453 
201 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 401 
202 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 411 
203 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 402 
204 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 410 
205 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 403 
206 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 409 
208 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 408 
209 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 404 
210 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 407 
211 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 405 
301 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 383 
302 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 382 
303 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 384 
304 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 381 
305 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 385 
307 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 386 
308 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 380 
309 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 387 
310 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 379 
312 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 378 
401 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 341 
406 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 349 
Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 349 (church) 
405 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 342 
406 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 349 
407 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 343 
409 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 344 
410 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 348 
412 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 345 
502 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 330 
506 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 328 

5 East Fifth Street; Map 700, p. 346 

West First Street; Map 700, p. 478 
105 West First Street; Map 700, p. 586 
109 West First Street; Map 700, p. 575 

201 First Street; Map 700, p. 571 
202 First Street; Map 700, p. 598 
205 First Street; Map 700, p. 573 
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207 First Street; Map 700, p. 560 
210 First Street; Map 700, p. 561 

Fourth Street; Map 700, p 674 

101 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 440 
104 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 438 
105 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 441 
107 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 442 
109 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 443 
111 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 444 
112 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 436 
201 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 412 
202 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 421 
203 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 413 
206 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 420 
207 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 414 
208 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 419 
209 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 415 
210 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 418 
211 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 416 
212 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 417 
301 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 372 
302 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 371 
303 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 373 
305 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 377 
306 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 370 
307 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 374 
308 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 369 
309 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 375 
311 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 376 
403 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 350-1 
411 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 352 
501-503 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 323/324 
502 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 322 
505 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 325 
506 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 321 

5 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 583 
Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 463 
10 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 462 
11 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 585 
106 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 456 
108 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 454 
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109 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 591 
203 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 645 
204 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 399 
205 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 640 
206 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 397 
208 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 396 
209 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 647 
211 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 648 
212 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 395 
302 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 393 
303 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 649 
304 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 392 
305 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 650 
306 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 391 
307 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 651 
308 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 390 
309 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 652 
310 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 389 
311 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 653 
312 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 388 
401 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 694 
403 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 693 
405 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 692 
407 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 691 
411 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 690 
501 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 688 

4 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 579 
6 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 578 
8 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 577 
105 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 599 
106 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 595 
108 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 594 
109 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 601 
Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 593 
Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 602 
201 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 634 
202 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 634 
204 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 643 
205 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 635 
207 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 636 
208 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 642 
209 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 637 
210 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 641 
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211 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 638 
402 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 694 
404 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 696 
410 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 697 

West Railroad Avenue; Map 700, p. 470 
4 West Railroad Avenue; Map 700, p. 469 
West Railroad Avenue; Map 700, p. 467 
10 West Railroad Avenue; Map 700, p. 466 
12 West Railroad Avenue; Map 700, p.465 
14 West Railroad Avenue; Map 700, p. 464 
106 West Railroad Avenue; Map 700, p. 581 
110 West Railroad Avenue; Map 700, p. 580 
114 West Railroad Avenue; Map 700, p. 579 
202 West Railroad Avenue; Map 700, p. 568 
206 West Railroad Avenue; Map 700, p. 567 
208 West Railroad Avenue; Map 700, p. 566 
210 West Railroad Avenue; Map 700, p. 565 
302 West Railroad Avenue; Map 700, p. 558 

1 East Second Street; Map 700, p. 445 

West Second Street; Map 700, p. 603 
218 West Second Street; Map 700, p. 633 
210 West Second Street; Map 700, p. 632 

Sixth Street; Map 700, p. 325 

104 Sunset Boulevard; Map 700, p. 611 
202 Sunset Boulevard; Map 700, p. 620 
204 Sunset Boulevard; Map 700, p. 619 
206 Sunset Boulevard; Map 700, p. 618 
212 Sunset Boulevard; Map 700, p. 616 
203 Sunset Boulevard; Map 700, p. 614 

407 East Third Street; Map 700, p. 407 

107 West Third Street; Map 700, p. 639 

Non-contributing Resources 

West Bell Street; Map 700, p. 524, 525, 526 

4 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 564 
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104 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 604 
105 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 608 
301 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 668 
302 Caroline Avenue; Map 700, p. 667 

11 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 475 
13-15 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 476 
102 Central Avenue; Map 700, p. 448-1 

104 West First Street; Map 700, p. 588 
107 West First Street; Map 700, p. 574 
108 West First Street; Map 700, p. 587 
112 West First Street; Map 700, p. 597 
206 West First Street; Map 700, p. 825 
203 West First Street; Map 700, p. 572 

8 Liberty Street; Map 700, p. 520 

401 Maple Avenue; Map 700, p. 350 

Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 535 
Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 581 
7 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 584 
105 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 589 
107 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 590 
202 Maryland Avenue; Map 700, p. 400 

3 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 569 
5 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 570 
102 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 596 
107 Park Avenue; Map 700, p. 600 

West Railroad Street; Map 700, p. 486 

208 Sunset Boulevard; Map 700, p. 617 
Sunset Boulevard; Map 700, p. 612 

5 East Third Street; Map 700, p. 394 
7 East Third Street; Map 700, p. 394 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes 
DETERMINATION O F ELIGD3DLITY F O R M no 

Property Name: Ridgely Telephone Exchange Inventory Number: CAR-341 

Address: Railroad Street City: Ridgely Zip Code: 21660 

County: Caroline USGS Topographic Map: U.S.G.S. 7.5 Min Map; Ridgely Quad 

Owner: Commissioners of Ridgely Is the property being evaluated a district? X yes 

Tax Parcel Number: NA Tax Map Number: 700 Tax Account ID Number: Commissioners of Ridgely 

Project. Tourist Information Points Agency: USDA 

Site visit by MHT Staff: no no _yes Name: Date: 

Is the property located within a historic district? Yes yes no Eligible district 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: DOECAR-341 

NR-listed district yes Eligible district X yes District Name: Ridgely Historic District 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource X yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another context 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) 

Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible yes no 

Criteria. X A B X C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: DOE CAR-341 except for subject structure 

Description Of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The building known as the Telephone Exchange has been moved two times in its 71 year history. It currently is 
located on the Railroad Park property that is owned by the Commissioners of Ridgely and due to the fact that they do not pay 
taxes there is no known Tax Parcel or ID number. It was moved to this location by the Caroline County Historical Society in 
2007. The exterior has been renovated but the interior is waiting funds to complete the job. 

Ridgely Telephone Exchange Building was originally constructed on 3ri St. between Central Ave. & Maryland Ave. 
in 1937. It faced S.E. as it does now. In 1950 it was sold to a gentleman on Ninetown Road about a mile north of the town 
where it was used for storage. It is a small frame one-story structure that is covered with standard weatherboard with two 6/6-
pane windows and a 6-panel door on the facade with one 6/6-pane window on the N.E. Gable. There are no openings on the 
other two walls except for semicircular vents in both gables. Inside is a single room which had beaver board sheathing with 
narrow lath covering the seams. 

Ridgely Telephone Exchange is a contributing structure to the potential National Register Historic District, even 
though it has been moved twice from its original location in town. Its present location is prominent as Railroad Park is the only 
park in town and it is located close to the main street (Central Avenue - Md. Rt. 312) where it will be used for Tourist 
Information. It is eligible under Criteria A due to the fact that it is the second telephone building in Ridgely and a reminder of 
the role telephone service has played in the development of many aspects of commerce & communication in the United States. 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW _ _ _ _ _ 
Eligibility recommended ^C Eligibility not recommended 
Criteria: ?C A B C D Considerations: Aj^vJB C D E F G None 
Comments: . 

Reviewer, Office oj Preservation Services Date 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
NR-ELIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

Continuation Sheet No. 1 CAR-341 

It is also a contributing feature due to its architectural quality that resembles many small dwellings that were 
constructed in the second quarter of the 20th century by the E.S. Adkins Co., a local Lumber Company and Construction Firm 

See attachments: U.S.G.S. 7.5 Min Map; Ridgely Quad. 
Ridgely Historic District Map (from DOE for HD) 
Description of Building, 16 Feb. 2007 

reparedby: Michael Bourne Date Prepared: 30 May 2009 



Ridgely Telephone Exchange 
(thought to have been) 

Farmers & Merchants Telephone Building 
Ridgely, MD 

The telephone building was originally located in the town of Ridgely, but was 
moved many years ago (1950) to become part of an existing house on Ninetown Road 
north of Ridgely. The plans never materialized so the building sat on the side of the road 
on concrete block piers until being moved back to Ridgely in (2008). It is currently 
located on the town property adjoining the railroad tracks. 

The one-room, one-story frame structure was very simply constructed but has a 
few details that set it apart from ordinary early 20th century buildings. The original 
facade is composed of two windows with 6/6-pane sash and a six-panel door to the right 
thereof. They are all trimmed simply with a drip edge above the trim and their heads 
align horizontally. All walls are covered with plain weatherboard with 6" exposure. At 
the corners instead of vertical corner boards, there are metal corners that cover the ends 
of the weatherboards. 

On the right gable end is a single windows centered on the wall that matches the 
other two windows on the facade. Centered above the window in the gable is a louvered 
lunette. The opposite gable end has no window but it does have another louvered vent. 
There a very small overhang to the eaves and the "A" roof is covered with asbestos 
shingles that have probably been on the building since it was constructed in 1937. The 
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back wall of the building is simply covered with weatherboard without window or door. 
A small thimble penetrates the wall about five feet back from the right gable and about 
five feet above floor level. 

The interior of the building is composed of a single space with the inside of the 
aforementioned thimble showing on the back wall. The walls and ceiling are covered 
with fiberboard with narrow battens covering the seams. The floor is narrow yellow pine 
tongue & groove boards, deteriorated in some places, especially near the door. 

Since writing this description it has been moved to Ridgely 

Michael Bourne 
Restoration Consultant 
24576 Langford Road 
Chestertown, MD 21620 

February 16, 2007 
From visit to site Dec. 28, 2005 
Up-dated 3 June 2009 
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Continuation Sheet No. 3 CAR-341 
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Continuation Sheet No. 2 CAR-341 










